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PLATFORM-'"- : 



of the Socialiitic Labor Fatty of. North" America. 



j Labor being the self-evident creator of all- wealth and cfyilization, it but 
equitable that those who perform all labor and thus create all wealth should enjoy 
the product of their toil. I ' * » • !; 

| But this is rendered impossible by the j modern system of production, which, 
sjnce the discovery of steam-power and since the general introduction of ma- 
chines; is in all brandies of industry carried with such gigantic means and appli- 
ances as but a few are able to possess. • I ,•'!*'' ■ 

j The present industrial system is cooperative in one respect otilyi . which, is: 
That not, as in, former times, the individunl works aloni and for ljU-own account, 
but dozens, hundreds and thousands of men work together in shopjs, in mines, on 
huge farms and lands, cooperating according to the most efficient [division o£ 
labor, while tlic fruits of^this cooperative labor are not reaped jby the workers 
themselves, but arc in a great measure appropriated by the owners of .the means 
<)f production, j * j ' V \ 

This system, by gradually extinguishing the middle cla§s of people, necessarily 
separates society into two claws: The class of the wage-workers, and that of the' 
great bosses. j \ j :' 

It brings forth as its natural outgrowths; | '} ij, 1 \ [I 

The planlcssncss and reckleis rate of production. ! 1 ■« 

The waste of human and natural forces, ' ' ' || 

The commercial and industrial crisis. ■' l|\ 
The constant uncertainty of the material existence of the wage -workers. , j 
Tlic misery of the laboring masses, - . ! .' I I 
' I'iid accumulation of uculili in tlic hands of a fa w. , . ; 



These conditioVis which under the present industrial system cannot but beco: 
more and more aggravated, are inconsistent with the interests of rnankind rj an<l 
with the principles of justice and true democracy, a.«j they destroy, those rights'' j 
which the Declaration of Independence of the United States hold to be inalienable , 
in all men; the right to life, Jil>crty and (he pursuit of happiness. j I "j 

These. conditions shorten and imperil life by want and misery. They destroy j 
liberty because the economical subjection of the wage, workers to the owners q( | 
the means of production leads immediately to their' political dependence upon 
the same sources, and finally frustrate the pursuit of happiness, which is never 
possible when life and personal liberty ate constantly endangered, f . j 

In order therefore to abolish tliexc humiliating conditions, we strive to'introducie 
the perfect system of cooperative production— that is,, we demand that the workers 
obtain the undivided product of their toil. 1 J 

h ■ ■ ' 1 I | 

, JThb being only feasible by securing (6 the workers control of the means of pro- 
duction, I j j • I , '| 

We demand: « j r • ,.• ' ' I 

tThat.the land, the instruments of production (machines, factories, etc,,) and 
the,r}roducts of labor become the common property Of the whole people'; and, 

That ail production be organized cooperatively, and be carried! on under 
direction ot the commonwealth; as also 1 the cooperative distribution of the 
ducts in accordance with the service rendered, and with the just needs of the 
dividuals. j [•'•ill 

And '.to realize our demands, we. strive by all proper; means to gain control 
the political power. f 
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TWSicik»«C L^bo* Party claim* the title, 'Labor party," because it recop. 
n ix„ tUrxjJtehce *>f ad-oppressed class of wage-workers as us fundamental truth, 
and the emancipate bflhil oppressed laboring claw as us. foremost object. 

* 

, ' DEMANDS 

For the Immediate Amelioration -of the Condition of the 
Working People. 



The Socialistic Labor Party strives for a radical revision of the Constitution and 
Statutes of the United States, the States and Municipalities, according to the fol- 
lowing demands: . 

a. SOCIAL DEMANDS. 



I,' The United States shall obtain possession 



of the railroads, canals, telegraphs. 



telephones, and all rather mpans of pnblk traps portntion 
. "a The municipalities to obtain possession o| the local railroads, of leirlcs, auJ 
10 supply the light to streets and public places. 

3. Public land* tu lie declined imlienaOlr TMjr sh a l l be leased according t«> 
Sxed principles. ' Revocation of all grants: of lfindi by the United States to cor- 
porations or individuals, the conditions of wbiqh hive not been complied wilh or 
which are otherwise illegal. j 

4. The United Stales to have the exclusive tight to issue money. 

5. Congressional legislation providing for ttic scientific management of forest^ 
and waterways, and prohibiting the waste ufllie natural resources of the country. 

6 v The United State* to have the right of expropriation of running patents, new- 
inventions to be free to til, bul inventors to belrcmuricralcd by national rewards. 

7. l^egal provision that the rent of dwellings shall not exceed a certain percent- 
age of the value of the buildings as taxed by the municipality. 

S. Inauguration of public works in times of economical depression, 
g. Progressive income tax and tax ofi inheritances; but smaller incomes to be 
exempt. ■ ,| 

10. Compulsory school education of all children Under fourteen years of age, 
instruction in all educational institutions to be gratuitous, and to be made access- 
ible to all btf public assistance (iurnishing meals, clothes, books, etc,) All in- 
kruction lo Me under the direction of the United States and to be organized on a 
aniform plan! ! \ 

I li» Repeal of all pauper, tramp, conspiracy and tcmpcrencc laws. Unabridged 
right of comoination. < 1 I [• .' \ [ $* 

12. Official statistics concerning the condition of labor: \ Prohibition of the em- 
ployment of children in the school age, and 1 he employment of female labor in 
occupations detrimental to health or morality. Prohibition of the convict labor 
• contract system. ".| [',.■• 

«3- All wages to be paid in cash mon^yt < 7 Equalization by law of women's 
wages with those of men where ecjual service is performed. 
. . 14. Laws for the protection of life and BIB » oiworking people, and an efficient 
employer's liability l^w. [ J' ... j-j '• . f! •ill-" \ 
15, Legal incorporatkln of trades unions. 
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16. Reduction of the hours of labor in proportion to rt»»£rc[gTes/ 6f production; 
■establishment by Act of Congress of a legal work-day ol not more than eight hours 
for all industrial workers, and corresponding provisions for all agricultural 
laborers. ■> 

6. POLITICAL DEMANDS. 

1. Abolition of the Presidency, Vice Presidency and Senate of the United. 
States. An Executive Board to be established, whose members are to be 'elected,; 
And may at any time be recalled by the House of Representatives as the only 
legislative Ixxly. The States and Municipalities to adopt corresponding amend- 
ments, of their constitution and statutes. 

a. Municipal self-government. 

3. Direct vote and secret ballots in all elections. Universal and equal right of 
suffrage without regard to color, creed, or sex. Election days to be legal holiday*. 
The principle of minority representation to be intioduccd. ' 

4. The people to have the right to propose laws (initiative) and to vote npoa 
, all laws of importance (Referendum.) J 1 

J, Tht Iwoxtmt* Hi »11 lryitlalive Imdica to 1-e rcipontihlc to and subject to' 
recall by the constituency. 

6. Uniform law throughout the United States. Administration of justice to bo 
free of ch.u-gc. Abolition of capital punishment. 

7. Separation of all public affairs from religion; church property to be subject 
to taxation. 1 

8. Unilorm national marriage laws. Divorce to be granted upon mutual con- 
sent, and upon providing for the care of the children. j 

RESOLUTION. ■ i 

! NVhf.rf.as, the Socialistic Labor Party of the United States is so far chiefly a 
projpgandistic party; , ■ 

"WHF.REAS, it is a good means of agitation to participate in municipal, coanty, 
State and congress election; therefore, , , 
Kesehied that the Socialistic Labor Party utilizes this means, and leaves it to 
the option of the different sections to participate in the elections or not, but It 
-urgently recommends to enter into political action only when there is really a 
prosDect of success or at least an opportunity for agitation.. 

Sections participating in any election shall (under no circumstances enter into 
.any combination with any other party ; as against (be Labor Party; all other 
'parties are to be considered reactionary. ] J • jjjpj 
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Socialistic Labor Party. 



t. MANAGEMENT. 



The affair* of the Party are contacted bv thl National Executive Committee 
the National Hoard of Supervision, the local Sections, the National Conventions' 
and by the genera! vote. 

i 

II, CONVENTIONS. ! 

< * .•!:[• i < 

Tits National Convention, i 

X National Conventions of tl.q Party shall tike place 'aeaordtng to life «we<& 
t£l t : l -^ Wc Committee )s obliged to have a general 

aNoHon 1 r" y Yf ? hef ° re '\ pnl ! ,th - in mc r t0 »«t*n whether and ; t" 
rs^Tfe " vcntl,™ fa ,0 t a £c place; a gt . t r »i vote Udl also be take,, if 
three Sections in th.ee different States shall cemano it.: Tcn Sccljons * ei ^ 
different States may call a Nat ional Convention. Every Sex ion bdl L to 

Proxy debates must receive their crc^^ 

' HI. NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

e&JbytS 4 «»ne members, to be 

for forelgJ affair, also a FinaacM I^STi V S !f 3 o°' f ° r ho P ie and one 
and two Auditors Secretary, * Recordm^ Secretary, k Treasurer 

, , . ji !'l I 1 r . I 

S. vacancies in the Executive Commiffi^. I, .*t.Lij ■■ -' 
by the Section as J ^th member? elected 

vacant the seat of any of its members ^o Keel™ fel" dedare 
, mgs without sufficient excuse,' and is autffied- IfJ^ te f ^? a f eu . U¥e 
J locality *.o fill the vacancy. [• :; : ' |i jf ^] der - ^e Section of its. 

3. The'ten* of office of ^e Rational Executive Committee extend from one 



Convention to the next Convention. 



The National Executive has for its duty: 1 ' * r «tf * ' * , 

a. To carry out the resolutions of the National*' dbfl^MtfBR* kftd* those 
adopted by general vote, and force their observance by all officers and 
members of the Party. 

i. To make proper arrangements whereby thc Sections of the various dis- 
tricts may act Unitedly for systematic propaganda. '< 

c. To conduct and manage the agitation throughout the country. 

d. To represent thc Tarty internally and publicly. ' * 
c. To establish proper relations and communication with thc Socialistic . 

Parties of other countries, 

/. To make all necessary preparations for the National Convention, and 
make a full report to the same cm all Party matters. 

g- To issue semi-annually a report to the Party, stating definitely thc con- 
dition of every Section and of the Party's finances. This report shall 
be revised by a Committee of three, elected by thc local Section. 

, Thc National Executive Committee has thc right: 

a. In cases of urgent necessity to make suitable propOsitiortS which shall 
become binding if endorsed by a general vote of the Party within two 
months after issue of the call. 

b. To representation in the National Convention by one of its members, 
who shall have no vote, but a mere advisory voice in thc proceedings, 
and shall beat uu otltci ril cdcntlal.% ; . 

c. The National Executive Committee decides its own order of business. 

J. Thc Executive Committee may compensate its oli'iccrs, according to the? 
labors performed by them, from the treasury of thc Party. 

IV. BO Aft D Of SUPERVISION, 

, The P.oard of Supervision shall Ik composed of nine members. 
. The duties of this Hoard shall be: ) 
a. To watch over the actions of the National Executive Commitjfce. 

i. To settle all difficulties in thc Party, involving questions' 'of principle,, 
within (our weeks after receiving the necessary evidence, the decisionsu 
to be at once communicated to the National Executive Committee; and 
to decide in cases of expulsion on appeal. -, 

f,. The Hoard of Supervision can, when necessary, suspend any Boards. 
, Executive" Committees, Party officers or members, l'rom all decisions- . 
of the Board of Supervision appeal may be taken to the general vote. ; 
The ISoard must submit to thc members any appeal two weeks after j 
appeal was placed into its hands, and thc Sections must report the re- 
suit of their yottip the Board of Supervision within four weeks; within* I 
two additional weeks the Board of Supervision must publish the result. 

d. The Board of Supervision may send erne of its members as a delegate to 
the National Convention, un'der thc same conditions ns the delegate of, 
the National Executive Comrniltcc. (See II I,, 5, t> ) I'j j 

e. The Secretary of thc Board of Supervision shall render a full report of the 
transactions of tiiat Board during its term, to the National Cotivention. jjj 

/. The Board shall declare vacant thc seat of any of Its mernbers for a' 
sence from three consecutive meetings without sulhcient excuse, a: 

its local'Uy to 



authorized to order the Section 0 
tion. 1 
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V " V. SECTIONS. I 

J f i* ! I 

I. a. A number of persons "may form a Section, providing they acknowledge 
the Platform and Constitution arid resolutions of the Party and belong 
to no other political party. 

6. They shall demand admission to the Party by sending a list of members 
arid dues for the current month to the National Executive Committee. 

, C. Each Section shall send each mcjoth n report of its numerical and finan- 
cial condition, also its progress and prospects, to the National ExccuUtc 
Committee. ' I i ' ' 

3. Only one Section of one nationality shall be established in each city or 
Jown. Branches shall be formed by the Section wherever necessary. Those 
tranches -shall be designated numerically in the order of their organttatioo, in 
the town or city. These branches shall jbc permitted to transact business of a 
local character, but all matters of a general future shall be settled by the Cen- 
tral Committee, in which all branches shjill bt projKirtion.itcly represented. 

3. Sections shall have jurisdiction over thj-jr own member 

4. All Ward and District organizalior 
shall belong to the So Hon, 



5. No Branch or District organization 



s, including all branches in subnrbs, 

shall conduct business of an ImjKirtant 
local character, independently of the Section. * 

6. Should a protest be entered again^tke admission to a Ward or District 
organization, or to a Socjiop, of any pijrsoti malting application, a two- thirds 
X'Otc of all present inthc regular businessniicKting \vilt be necessary to admit hiru. 

7. A majority of twVi-thirda of votes in lire besintss meeting shall be suf- 
ficient to cxik! any mcjmbcr. - j > " 

8. Each Section or Branch shall hold an ajgitatioTi meeting at least once every 
two weeks, and a regular business meeting at least once a month 

9. Three-fourths of the members of a Section must be wage-workers. This 
restriction, shall not, however, apply to agric alturists (farmers). 

10., The names of all persons applying for admission to the Party must be 
*votc& upon in a regular business meeting of the Section or Branch. 



In 



CENTRAL COMMITTEE 



very city where two or more Branches esist, all local business of the 
"Section 4nd dealings with the Party authorities will be carried on by a Central 
-Committee. 

2. The Central Committee will be composed of delegates elected by tbe 



ned by the BrAiches collectively. 

it to kssess the local membership in 
per^member per month for funds 



Branches, the basis of representation detenu 

3. The Central Comcmrtee'shall have pow: 
"-a sum not exceeding-two and one-half cents 
necessary for local purposes, li This assessment to be deducted from the regular 

'; <hies. - ' ■ , j £j J • 'y\ ., J - 1 , ) >" 

, .4-1 The^Treasurer of each Branch will. W)0rt monthly to the Central Com- 
Tnittee in writing, concerning the fmanciiij stindipg of his Branch, and will pay 
to the Financial Secretary of the Section the dues of each member five (5) cents 
to the Iv'ational Executive Committee, andla: so allldues and assessments belong- 
ing tothe local Central Committee. All dtjh< rmoijiey of the Branch shall be held 
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( branch wbick T«l V» ^support- 

S."* - . tu *~* ~ - - «*« » — - * 

S ' , EV ^r Sch C which he represents, fa rova i 

,S«e by the Urancn Committee shall be saujectv rr 

6 .. All transactions reported to *Ud vote 

^ thc Branches, and - £ P ^ upQn cM 0 ; a „> 1 ranch . . g 
Uicy Will bc tl cor,S \ dC !l;i\ be taken for the nUtpase of raUfy.ng 

DUES.. of fi^e cents, 

' , -h of their members a moptwy . pur posc9 

*• X^^^X&ZP*?'* ■ "I 

rcs-''^*;"" - - - 

1 SECTION REGULA J I0: !^„,„ a.d S »* »* 

to the National txecuu catlV e; he conu m0 nths. V;V ! . 

dues of each member to the ft ^ the term c fj « « obser ve 

s All Section officers shal l be elected W*> ^ ~ 

: T :• . ^ 
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S. .J8* tu^rrtite ^11 be excused from payment of d**. . 

I ' ! 

its property shall j be turned over to 

1 i 



7. Upon dissolution of anv Section a 
tile National Executive Committee 



; DISTRICT ORGANIZATION 
crglntl^™?** 1 ? " i,hl " «•«■ 4»borh00d shill form a District 

Conference a. lest once-evcry si, 

::,,„ OENEIUr. RKT.U LATIONS. 

tionn! Convention, or by a vcnrZ L . v i ? '" "^ « madc ^ thc N;l " 
<al!cd for cither by thc Nation ,1 Fxca t fl r J ^tT™ 1 any vofc 'W be 
vision or three Sections- , fjt °f '"«*.. Ni »tional Board of Super 

bv cither of the S d ^nlTbfj Ho ^lilW^T " ^ ^^/^ 
National Executive Committer r),rir^ M,c Sit ff? ? V ° te b >' the 

general vote, earn or either of the iiS ^T ? ' ,hC b " '° f * 

the right to propose amendments | to fl *I / ' ° r "^wmcfes has 

be suspended in «J CS o n ^ v Ih - ^'IT F" ,c U»«ty. This ru&rnay 
Executive CommittL on t $ y %±£* and Nationi 

3. All coram itteesWl officers in the! [tarty si all ?u ' . J 

• 4- AH officers, boU or couunittec, i the r 1 , 1 1 "H? f ^ ' 

by a general vote of their constituent. lAnv X* > * subject, to dismissal 

riglu-tO appeal to the Hoard of S^rvl^nT CXI>dIcd shalJ ^ the 

£ members £ f fcfcf ^ " ^ ^ ^ 

• be furn«hed to thi Actions at cost pSj P ^ finandal Ws '« 

semiannual reports give a list of the naffiTso pSlished 7 °* an; M< * m itS 



io. This Constitution M *all resoJuS JZES tHl T' . > * 
on January i, i386. | j ^souittods herewith adopted shall take 



effect 
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